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2026 Guggenheim Fellow Kenneth Tam’s installation The Medallion at Bridget Donahue, New York (January 17–March 8, 2025)  

(photo Jason Mandella, courtesy Kenneth Tam and Hoffman Donahue) 
 

The John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation has announced 223 recipients of its annual 
fellowship, including 76 artists, fine arts researchers, architects, designers, and photographers. 
Among this year’s fellows are Iranian-American artist and fine arts professor Sheida Soleimani; Leeza 
Meksin, co-founder of the Brooklyn artist-run gallery Ortega y Gasset Projects; New York-based 
sculptor American Artist; video artist Kenneth Tam; Ukrainian-born sculptor Alina Tenser; and Sonya 
Clark, known for her	use of human hair as a medium	in works exploring the Black American experience. 
A full list of visual arts recipients is included at the end of this article. 
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The 2026 Guggenheim Fellowship cohort spans 55 artistic and scientific disciplines selected from a 
competitive 5,000-person applicant pool. This year’s total applicants increased by nearly 2,000 from 
2024 and by 1,500 from last year, when President Trump took office. Since the beginning of Trump’s 
second term, federal arts agencies have	axed	grants to both	cultural	organizations and individual 
artists. 
 
The foundation does not specify the award amount and notes that grants vary depending on each 
year’s budget. 
 

 
“Sleeved Meander” (2026) by 2026 Guggenheim Fellow Alina Tenser 

 
In 1925, Republican Senator Simon Guggenheim established the foundation and award in memory of 
his late 17-year-old son, with the stated aim of supporting scholars and artists “by assisting them to 
engage in research in any field of knowledge and creation in any of the arts, under the freest possible 
conditions.” 
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The grant has supported the creation of iconic works, including Robert Frank’s 1958 photography 
book	The Americans	and Zora Neal Hurston’s famed 1937 novel	Their Eyes Were Watching God. 
Applicants to the foundation’s 2026 awards in the Creative Arts and Humanities category sharply 
increased by 50% this year, the foundation said in a press release. 
 
This year’s class hails from 10 countries and 33 US states. Most recipients are affiliated with a college 
or university, and the youngest member is 28 years old. The oldest recipient of the award is 76 years 
old. 
 
The 2026 Guggenheim Fellowship visual arts recipients are listed below. 
 
Fine Arts 

• John Ahearn 
• American Artist 
• Fia Backström 
• Elena Bajo 
• Amy Bessone 
• Raymond Boisjoly 
• Sonya Clark 
• Kota Ezawa 
• Jude Griebel 
• Iva Gueorguieva 
• Karl Haendel 
• Fariba Hajamadi 
• Allison Janae Hamilton 
• LaMont Hamilton 
• James Hoff 
• Julia M. Kunin 
• Monica Majoli 
• Aspen Mays 
• Leeza Meksin 
• John Miller 
• Marina Rosenfeld 
• Michael Ross 
• Francis Ruyter 
• Kate Shepherd 
• Claire Sherman 
• Kenneth Tam 
• Alina Tenser 
• Juana Valdes 
• Jennifer West 
• Anne Wilson 

 
Fine Arts Research 

• Nathan Arrington 
• Claudia Brittenham 
• Elizabeth Mansfield 
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Photography 

• Samantha Appleton 
• Jeremiah Ariaz 
• Chris Aluka Berry 
• Harlan Bozeman 
• Jonathan Michael Castillo 
• Stephen Ferry 
• Allison Grant 
• Kapulani Landgraf 
• Matthew Leifheit 
• Pixy Liao 
• Chris McCaw 
• Fred Ritchin 
• Collier Schorr 
• Lara Shipley 
• Sheida Soleimani 
• Ariel Sturchio 
• Sadie Wechsler 
• Guanyu Xu 
• Samira Yamin 

 
Film, Video, and New Media Studies 

• Noah Isenberg 
• Julie Turnock 
• Margaret Brown 
• Brian M. Cassidy 
• Reid Davenport 
• Cate Giordano 
• Jacqueline Goss 
• Christopher Harris 
• Brian Christopher Hawkins 
• Madeleine Hunt - Ehrlich 
• Zhu Jia 
• Sarah Lasley 
• Steve Maing 
• Mitch McCabe 
• Tenzin Phuntsog 
• Steve Reinke 
• Anna Samo 
• Beatriz Santiago Muñoz 
• Melanie Shatzky 
• Fern Silva 
• Adam James Smith 

 
Architecture, Planning, and Design 

• Neil Brenner 
• Scott Redford 


